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On May 3, a petition endorsed by 49 contra field commanders and civilian members of the
Nicaraguan Resistance in Tegucigalpa, was sent to contra directorate headquarters in Miami. The
document calls for the immediate restructuring of the contra forces and demands the replacement
of top military commander Enrique Bermudez by a junta of contra regional commanders. The
dissidents hoped that the directorate would meet on the matter on May 4. According to a copy of
the document shown to reporters, among the 51 signatories to the document are 15 of the contras'
28 regional commanders. The dissidents said two of the signatories later renounced the document
under pressure from Bermudez. Both sides in the disupte agree that Bermudez still has the support
of the CIA. An unnamed US Embassy spokesperson in Tegucigalpa indicated support for him
to the Washington Post. The dissidents claim longstanding grievances by field commanders
against Bermudez, former colonel in Anastasio Somoza's National Guard. Bermudez's leadership
is described as corrupt, ineffectual and "dictatorial": some have called him the "Noriega of the
contras." Bermudez supporters claim the dissidents are being manipulated by contra director Adolfo
Calero. Another contra director, Aristides Sanchez, is allied with Bermudez against Calero. The
latter is accused of attempting to consolidate power over contra military and civilian wings. Calero
is also accused of corruption in connection with the Iran-contra affair and the use of patronage to
reinforce his power. The dispute became public in April when two contra commanders who had
signed the March 23 ceasefire agreement in Sapoa dropped out of the negotiating team. One of
the two, Walter Calderon Lopez, denied on May 3 in a clandestine interview with the Post that the
rejection of Bermudez had anything to do with the Sapoa agreement. He also claimed that Calero
was not involved in promoting efforts to oust Bermudez. Calderon and three other members of
the dissident movement told the Post that dissatisfaction with Bermudez dated from January 1984,
when 27 contra commanders signed a document demanding the removal of Bermudez and seven
top aides. Two of them, Donald Torres and Armando Lopez, both former National Guard officers,
remain with Bermudez. In the 1984 document, contra military leaders are accused of mismanaging
funds destined for contra fighters, inability to "educate, motivate and politically train" troops and
commanders, and failure to develop a strategic and tactical plan. Calderon and another leader of
the current move to oust Bermudez, Tirso Moreno Aguilar, were among the signatories of the 1984
document. Some complaints contained in the 1984 effort appeared in the April 16, 1988 demand
for Bermudez's removal. The latter reasserts the principle of civilian authority over contra troops,
but states that this force should not be transformed into "an armed political party at the service
of one man." Under Bermudez, it says, "autocratic and personalistic" leadership has contributed
to the contras' "bureaucratization and inefficiency," and created "a climate of insecurity and
dissatisfaction" in the ranks. (Basic data from Washington Post, 05/04/88)
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